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The subjectivity/objectivity scale

Different types of university writing require different styles. Rarely
(except in reflective writing) is the use of ‘I used in writing. This, in
combination with the use of descriptive language laden with adjectives is
called ‘subjective’ writing. That is, it is not based on research, data or
facts but rather, personal opinion. Most university writing requires
‘objectivity’ where the author plays the role of a critical documenter of
ideas, facts and arguments. The more technical the writing, the greater
the distance the author has from their writing in terms of the tone and
formality.

The examples here show a spectrum of styles from the reflective writing required for — say —
writing a journal about field placements to the report writing required in engineering.

The Subjectivity/Objectivity Scale

Reflective Writing Essay Writing  Precis/Summary Report Writing
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Reflective Low Reflective writing is often The internet has meant a lot to my
Writing used to record thoughts and | family and I. My father lives in
experiences and to show outback South Australia and in
personal or emotional 2005 he needed emergency open
growth. heart surgery. The Flying Doctor

Service took him as far as Broken
Hill where the local doctors could
perform the operation with the
help of the internet, as it connected
them to surgeons at the Royal
Adelaide Hospital. ......
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Essay writing High Although essay writing has a | The internet has had a profound
higher degree of objectivity, | impact on public services such as
it still requires a convincing | hospitals. For example, city
and persuasive argument but | doctors use remote surgery to
backed up by references and | operate on rural patients using
more far reaching examples. | robotics, in conjunction with the
Introductions and internet, to perform operations
conclusions are the places (Adler 1994, p. 266). This
for strong, personal position | diminishes the traditional
statements. disadvantages rural patients have

had in terms of access to service.
Language: The use of ‘I’;
my belief; my opinion is not
acceptable in essay writing.

Precis High The précis demonstrates how | The internet has reduced the gap
you can explain a piece of between rural and metropolitan
writing in an objective and communities. For example, it has
succinct way. been achieved through the use of

robotics and the internet in
surgery.

Report Very high The report provides a 2.1 Theinternet and

concise, objective summary
of events, phenomenon or
experiments. Structure is
highly formal.

telemedicine

There were 107 operations
performed using telemedicine in
2005 (Jones, 2006). This was
increase of 47 percent on previous
years. Table 7 shows how the rate
of surgery using telemedicine is
growing faster than the rate of
surgery using...
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