
Process Flowchart for Academic Misconduct in Research Degrees 
 

FORMAL INQUIRY 
 

Dean advises Coordinator, 
Supervisors and student 

accordingly
Send Proforma C1

No further action. All record of 
investigation is removed from 

database and student record (4.3)

Student may be 
permitted to undertake 
further research and if 
necessary, resubmit 

the work. Dean 
advises student, 

Supervisors, 
Coordinator and Dean 
of Graduate Studies
Send Proforma C2

Student agrees Student disagrees

Dean Research establishes formal inquiry 
committee (4.5) consisting of:

Dean of Graduate Studies (Chair)
Dean Research (or equivalent)
2 senior research staff members (at least 1 from the 
discipline area)
Student Association nominee

See regulations 4.6 and 6.9 for further details.

Dean Research 
records case on 

database and student 
record (6.5)

Chair writes to student providing details of alleged misconduct and invites student to 
attend meeting. See regulation 4.7 for further details

Send Proforma C3

Formal inquiry proceeds whether or not student attends (4.8)

Formal inquiry committee determines 
there has been no misconduct as 

defined in Academic Regulation 1.1 
and 1.2 (4.9)

Send Proforma C4

Formal inquiry committee determines there is a case 
of misconduct. 

Chair records case in database (6.9) and sends report to student via registered mail within 10 
working days. Where formal inquiry committee determines there is a case of misconduct, letter 

must also notify student of their right to appeal in writing to the Dean of Graduate Studies within 
10 working days (5.1 and 5.2)

Dean Research (or equivalent) reviews case and evidence provided from Coordinator to determine whether 
case should proceed to formal inquiry. Dean ensures all processes have been complied with (4.1)

Dean Research 
determines there has 
been no misconduct 

(4.3)

Dean Research 
determines action of 

student lacked intent but 
is misconduct (4.4)

Dean Research 
determines there 

is a case of 
misconduct (4.5)

Outcomes may include failure of course, suspension, 
expulsion or another appropriate outcome. See 

regulation 4.10 for further details
Send Proforma C5
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